Bucks County Planning Commission

Bucks County is home to
how many castles?
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Welcome to the 12th issue of
Pl anning
Oops!... We did it again! On
October 21st, the BCPC was
once again recognized for our
work on the Maps & Data Portal.
We were awarded a 2019
Chapter Award for Projects, Programs and
Practices by the Pennsylvania Chapter of the

a American Planpirg Asgpciation.
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1 On Ogtoobezr %th, the Bucks County
Commissioners were joined by 80 government
officials, planners, engineers, transportation
experts, trail advocacy groups, and members of
the public to break ground for the first segment
of the Newtown Rail Trail in Upper
ﬁ)lwhampton Township.

The celebration was held at the historic
Southampton Train Station beside the railroad
right-ffa/vay, Clﬂ'rsnﬁlyostrewn with weeds and
gld rail ties. This initial segment will be 2 %
miles long and 12 feet wide, and will be built on
the right-of-way of the former SEPTA Newtown
Branch rail line from County Line Road to Bristol
Road.

Upon completion of the remaining 0.8-mile

segment of the Pennypack Trail, from Byberry
Road to County Line Road within Montgomery
County, the Newtown Rail Trail will connect to

PLANNING INSIGHT

The award was presented to us at the annual PA

I nSi g h tChapter Conference in Reading, which was

attended by over 500 of our planning peers
from across the Commonwealth. | am extremely
proud of our staff and of having our mission of
open and accessible data celebrated at the state
level.

As with our newsletter, we strive to be an
information resource and are always looking for
ways to improve our delivery and content. If
you have not visited the portal lately, |
encourage you to Gstop by€ and check out the
wealth of information available!
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My door is always open and | may be reached
via email or phone at estone@buckscounty.org
or 215.345.3401. | look forward to hearing from
you and welcome your feedback.
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the existing 15-mile Pennypack Trail. The
combined Pennypack Trail/Newtown Rail Trail
will form an 18.3-mile trail extending from the
Delaware River to Bristol Road. Future plans call
for extending the trail an additional 5.9 miles
through Northampton, Middletown and
Newtown townships, and into Bristol Borough.

/| 2y aydzSR

I mamer

Bl A



https://dataportal-bucksgis.opendata.arcgis.com/
mailto:estone@buckscounty.org
https://forum.savingplaces.org/build/funding/grant-seekers/preservation-funds
https://forum.savingplaces.org/build/funding/grant-seekers/preservation-funds
https://forum.savingplaces.org/build/funding/grant-seekers/preservation-funds
https://dced.pa.gov/programs/greenways-trails-and-recreation-program-gtrp/
https://dced.pa.gov/programs/greenways-trails-and-recreation-program-gtrp/
https://dced.pa.gov/programs/greenways-trails-and-recreation-program-gtrp/
http://www.dot.state.pa.us/public/Bureaus/BOMO/Portal/GLG_INFO.pdf
http://www.dot.state.pa.us/public/Bureaus/BOMO/Portal/GLG_INFO.pdf
http://www.dot.state.pa.us/public/Bureaus/BOMO/Portal/GLG_INFO.pdf

PLANNING INSIGHT
Newtown Rail Trail Groundbreaking Cont...

As part of The Circuit, the trail will connect the Construction of the rail trail is expected to begin
county to an 800-mile regional network of in the spring of 2020 and is to be completed by
biking and walking trails throughout the greater the fall of 2020. The Newtown project is
Philadelphia region. A cooperative effort expected to cost approximately $2.4 million.
between Bucks County, Upper Southampton Design costs were funded by PennDOTQ Act 13
Township, and Montgomery County, the Marcellus Legacy Fund, Montgomery County,
Newtown Rail Trail will be the second Bucks and the Delaware Valley Planning Commission@
County sponsored trail outside of a county park Regional Trails Program via the William Penn
and the second rail trail project. Foundation.

Bucks County Incident Management Task Force

From minor fender benders to major traffic The Bucks County IMTF strives to address

accidents, traffic incidents can disrupt our lives regional safety issues by providing software to

in many ways. The task of coordinating the manage incident responses and foster

response to these incidents and the individuals interagency coordination throughout the

involved—including firefighters, police, and county. Better software and coordination assists

emergency services personnel—can be in not only increasing responsiveness, but can

daunting. Communication challenges and help ensure the safety of those responding to

escalating conditions can result in long delays real-life incidents.

and even secondary crashes. One such initiative

to better manage these types of emergencies is The Bucks County IMTF holds quarterly

the Bucks County Incident Management Task meetings throughout the county to coordinate

Force (IMTF), which provides a forum for state, regional, and municipal emergency

countywide first responders to discuss issues services and personnel. At these meetings

and best practices. emergency responders of all types, including
police, firefighters, emergency services, and

The Delaware Valley Regional Planning private industry, are afforded the opportunity to

Commission (DVRPC) manages the incident network and exchange best practices and real-

management task force for Bucks County. life knowledge.

The Bucks County Incident Management Task
Force is actively seeking more participants, as
they continue to expand their footprint across
the county. If you or your municipalityQ first
responders want learn more about Bucks
CountyQ Incident Management Task Force or
attend an upcoming meeting, feel free to
contact Justin Neff of the Delaware Valley
Regional Planning Commission. He can be
reached at 215.238.2834 or emailed at

ineff@dvrpc.org.

2020 census on “Ie “nrilﬂn The U.S. Census encourages communities and

community organizations to become a 2020

The BCPC has launched our 2020 Census web

| 'd > . Census Partner and spread the word that it is . Fonthill Castle
p.orta. to provide access to Cer?sus n rf)rmatlon, safe and important to respond to the census. A . Mercer Museum
timelines, and Census Bureau jobs. With only . . . .
; o k successful census in our communities will help . Sand Castle Winery
four months until the 2020 Census, it is crucial . . .
b i q ’ y inform much of our local planning and decision- . Moravian Pottery &
to remember to continue educating residents making process, support community initiatives, Tile Works

on the importance of participating. and ensure accurate and fair program funding.

ZOZOCQMSquis.opendfta.arcgis.c



http://www.buckscounty.org
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https://2020census-bucksgis.opendata.arcgis.com/
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